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News & Notes
May 2009

With glorious Easter voices still echoing, more exciting things are 
coming for St. Marks!

On May 31, St. Marks will begin some of our most important work.  We 
are asking every member of the St. Mark’s community to participate in 
An Afternoon For the Future.  

This is an afternoon workshop designed to begin the process of shaping 
our vision.  We will explore questions like, “What is God calling us to 
be?  Who are we as a parish? What are our ministries and why? How do 
our facilities support/hinder our mission? What are our priorities?”

This is no small task, and your church family needs this commitment 
from you. We promise it will be interesting and engaging.  Members of 
all ages (including teens) are encouraged to participate.  Childcare and 
games will be provided for families with small children.

Following the 10:30 service, we will have a quick, delicious lunch and 
together, we will begin to focus our new direction.

Lunch is FREE to all participants, but we do need you to please call the offi ce 
today (225.4203) and reserve your place at An Afternoon for the Future. 

Sunday, May 31
8:00 a.m. worship

9:15 Christian Education
10:30 a.m. worship

11:45 – 12:30 parish lunch
12:30 – 4:30 Afternoon for the Future – Workshop

5:00 p.m. worship

Sunday, May 31
An Afternoon for the Future

St. Mark's has received a 
gracious note of thanks 

from the Vice President of 
the Seminary of the South-
west, Austin, TX.  As you 
may remember, a member 
of their faculty recently 
preached at St. Mark's and 
made a compelling case for 
continued support of theo-
logical education.  St. Mark's 
responded with our usual 
generosity, presenting a gift 
of nearly $850.

The Seminary at Sewanee 
presented seven awards  

at an end of year event– Al-
lan  McCaslin received two 
of the  seven.  He received the 
Christian Education Prize 
for  creativity and excellence 
in biblical studies and the 
Shettle Prize for  Excellence 
in Liturgical Reading. 

Camp E.D.G.E. VBS 
July 6-10--sign-up 

now! Contact Luke Gilbert 
(225.4203) or register on 
line at our VBS website 
w w w.cokesbury vbs.com/
StMarksVBS/ce/.
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Little Rock, AR 72205
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Rector's Reflections

Christ’s resurrection from the dead sent Mary, Peter and the disciples scurry-
ing in different directions--not sure what to do next.  Some ran from the 

empty tomb afraid, according to Mark.  Others, in John’s gospel, were behind 
locked doors for fear of Jesus’ opponents.  In Acts some began to proclaim the 
gospel boldly, to heal people and to help the poor.  Responses to the Good News 
varied widely. 

We also react in different ways to the good news of Christ’s resurrection.  Some-
times we’re afraid, other times it may be business as usual, and at other times we 
experience the transforming power of Christ.  

The Great Fifty Days of Easter, Easter to Pentecost, is a time for us to explore 
what the resurrection of Christ means for us and for our world. And it’s a time to 
invite the risen Christ to transform our lives.   This year at St. Mark’s, through 
the resources of our prayer book, hymnal and lectionary, we will do that by 
hearing stories from the Book of Acts about how the early Christians responded 
to resurrection and experienced transformation.  We will hear the letter of 1st 
John, an extended meditation on Christ’s transforming love for us and his com-
mandment to love others.  In the gospels, we will learn what it means to be in 
relationship with Christ and hear about several resurrection appearances.  We 
will hear that Christ is our companion on our journey in the Road to Emmaus 
story, for example.   We will also learn that he is our Good Shepherd, the True 
Vine and our Beloved Friend.  Craig and the choir, through Easter hymns and 
music, will also teach and empower us to live the Easter life.  

Other things that you will notice include the omission of the confession.  Instead 
of a general confession, we will give thanks for our redemption, thus acknowledg-
ing our sinfulness, through the Eucharist just as the early church did for 1500 
years.   You may also stand during the Eucharistic prayer as way of acknowledg-
ing that Christ has made us worthy to stand before Him.  And in many other 
ways—colors, flowers, service music, special blessings—we will celebrate the 
gift of resurrection and experience the transforming power of the risen Christ.  
Through all of these things, we will remember that we are an Easter people and 
Alleluia is our song!

Fr. Danny+

Women's Institute, a weekend of relaxation, spirtual refreshment and reflec-
tion, is at Camp Mitchell June 5-7.  The weekend begins with an optional 

Quiet Day on Friday, from 10-3, led by The Rev. Anne Carriere, a retired priest 
who resides in Mountain Home.  The keynote speaker for the weekend event is 
Bishop Larry Maze. Registration forms are available in the parish office as well 
as on the web: http://arkansasecw.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/03/2009_wo-
mens_institute_registration_form.pdf

The Great Fifty Days

Bp. Maze Speaks @ Women's Event



Page 3The Postmark

Carey's Corner

As I stood in the back of the church on Easter Sunday 
listening to Craig finish up the magnificent postlude 

on the organ, a choir member commented to me: “Jim, I 
know it is not about the numbers but it is sure wonderful 
to sing to a packed house!” 

I replayed that thought over and over again in my mind 
and I finally came to the contrary thought, “maybe it is 
about the numbers.” Maybe it is about the Holy Spirit be-
ing alive and present at St. Mark’s such that others sense 
it and long to be part of it. Maybe it is about the number 
of visitors and new members that God is bringing to our 
faith community who want to be part of our worship and 
ministries. Maybe it is about the number of people old 
and young, new and not so new who are participating in 
our education and outreach and growing in Christ and 
helping others to do the same. 

Maybe, just maybe, one of the outward and visible signs 
of the inward and spiritual Grace that we are being given 
by God is the growing number of people who want to be 
part of St. Mark’s and what God has given us to enjoy 
and share with the world.  It is wonderful to sing to a 
packed house. Let’s us rejoice and continue!

Jim Tilley, Sr. Warden

It is a privilege each year for me to recite Psalm 22 after 
the stripping of the altar during the Maundy Thursday 

service. It is always a moving experience for me but this 
year it was especially so. As I came upon and read the fol-
lowing words I became acutely aware of the responsibility 
that is mine as a parent: “My soul shall live for him; my 
descendants shall serve him; they shall be known as the 
Lord’s forever.” Wow! First of all that I should live for 
God and then to train my child so that she will be able to 
grow up and serve God with her life.  What a goal – what 
a task. I will need all the help I can get!

To help myself and other parents I will be offering a four 
week series entitled, “Raising Healthy Children: Under-

standing the Eight Stages of Development.” The class is 
open to all parents and future parents and will offer a 
way to understand the various developmental stages that 
children pass through.  If a child does not successfully 
negotiate these stages they can become "stuck" and as a 
result, will struggle in being able to grow into responsible 
and mature adults.  The class will meet the first four Sun-
days in May at 9:15 a.m. in the Java Loft.  We will have 
a wrap-up meeting for the school year on Sunday, May 
31. Come for coffee and informal discussion about future 
studies and activities for parents.

Yours in Christ,
Carey+

“Train up a child in the way that they should go, and when they are old  they will not depart from it.”  
– Proverbs 22.6 (paraphrase)

A Word from the Warden The Most Glorious 
Easter of My Life

Mary Magdalene may have been the first to see 
the Risen Lord Jesus Christ some two thousand 

years ago, but He came to me this April 12, 2009, in 
resurrection truth unsurpassed by any other Easter Sunday 
in my life.  The tomb was Mena, Arkansas.  A horrifying 
tornado struck there Maundy Thursday night, killing and 
wreaking unimaginable destruction.  The Risen Lord, 
however, has appeared in the people of this little town, 
especially in the tiny parish of Christ Episcopal Church... 
a virtual phoenix from the ashes.

I went to bed at 11:30 p.m. Holy Saturday night, exhausted 
by the emotions of the Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 
and Holy Saturday services, the Great Triduum, the three 
days concluding with the Easter Sunday Festival Eucharist 
services.  In addition, I had attended Morning Prayer on 
Thursday, been a lector for that evening, watched and 
prayed at the Altar of Repose early Good Friday morning, 
and  been the lector for the LONG Genesis 1 passage at 
the Easter Vigil, for which I had practiced hard.  Most of 
Saturday was spent preparing for my traditional Easter 
Sunday “Passover leg of lamb” dinner for the family and 

Continued page 4
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A hearty thanks to all those who provided food and 
hospitality for the Sunday night Inquirers’ Classes 

and the Wednesday Night Lenten series!  Sunday night’s 
coordinator was Vicky Pierce, and the cooks and hosts 
were the Flower Guild, Choir, Amigos, Vestry, Men’s 
Bible Study, 8 a.m. Ushers, and Mary Ann Gammill’s 
Bible Study group.  

Hosts for Wednesday Nights were the Choir (who also 
cooked), Vestry, St. Margaret’s Guild, Mamas & Papas, 
and the Christ Care group;  Crave Catering cooked for 
four of the Wednesday dinners. These meals provided 
much more than the delicious food served–that warm 
welcome, fellowship and learning represent the spirit that 
surrounds St. Mark’s as we seek to do God’s will.

Friday, May 15, the Central Arkansas Chapter of the Ameri-
can Guild of Organists will meet at St. Mark’s.  Craig 

Chotard will be the host for the evening event which begins 
with dinner in the Parish Hall and a business meeting.  

The program will be an organ recital at 8 o’clock in the 
church presented by Dr. Laura Ellis.  The recital is free and 
the parish is cordially invited to attend. Dr. Ellis is on the 
music faculty of the University of Florida, where she teaches 
organ, harpsichord, and carillon.  Prior to her Florida ap-
pointment, she served on the music faculty of McMurry 
University and as organist at the Episcopal Church of the 
Heavenly Rest in Abilene, TX.  She began her teaching 
career at the University of the Ozarks in Clarksville, AR.

American Guild of 
Organists Meeting at 

St. Mark’s

There is great need after the devastating tornado in Mena. St. Mark’s will be collecting monetary donations through 
a special offering over the next three weeks and we will have a special offering on May 3, discretionary fund Sunday, 

and designate it for disaster relief for Mena,. Please use the designated envelopes and note “Mena” on your check. Our 
offering will be sent to Christ Church, Mena for distribution.  You may also donate to the Arkansas Food Bank, which is 
collecting staple food items and canned goods with pop tops, baby food, diapers, paper goods and underwear. You may 
bring any of these items to St. Mark’s and volunteers will transport them to the Arkansas Food Bank.

Thanks for Food and 
a Warm  Welcome

Outreach Efforts to Support Mena Relief

friends.  I was spent.  And I wasn’t even one of those 
first disciples who had witnessed the horror of Jesus’ last 
week on earth before He rose from the dead!  No wonder 
they couldn’t stay awake in the garden.  No wonder they 
ultimately deserted and hid before the good news arrived 
from Mary Magdalene and the others.  Mena had been in 
my prayers during Holy Week, but I wasn’t preoccupied 
with it, because I was living out Holy Week’s intensity in 
my own beloved church.  Easter really had not arrived, as 
far as I was concerned. 

Thomas, the oldest of my three sons and a budding 
photojournalist who has a passion for jumping into his 
pickup truck with a chain saw and a camera to help out at 
any disaster site, had a different vision for a sacred Easter 
observance.  “Come on, you Christians!  Love your 
neighbors as yourselves this Easter!” he chided in an email 
to friends and me.  “Go volunteer in Mena on Easter!”  I 
was ambivalent.  And when I’m already fatigued, I’m even 
more ambivalent.  I LOVE the Festival Easter Eucharist at 
St. Mark’s, Little Rock...The Holy Communion, familiar 
Scripture readings, glorious music, the “smells and bells”.  
It is a real spiritual high, and rightly so.  I didn’t want to 
miss any of it.  But Thomas’ words were on my mind as I 
fell into bed late Saturday night.

At 3:00 a.m. Easter morning, I awoke.  “Good day for a 
resurrection,” I thought to myself.  “Should I go, Lord?”  
“Go,” He said.  So I got up and laid out my Sunday 
clothes to celebrate Easter with the good people of Christ 
Episcopal Church, Mena...and packed my work clothes to 
help two of my sons and the work crew of twelve they had 
mustered to caravan down to the stricken town.  I figured 
I would meet up with their “relief crew” after church.  My 
energy was mounting as daylight approached.  §§

§§ Read the rest of Susan Lyon's moving Easter meditation 
on our website (st-marks.com) or you may pick up a hard 
copy of the full version in the Narthex

Glorious Easter
continued from page 3
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Youthapalooza

Since Katie will be at camp all summer, Jeannie McCabe has graciously invited us to go with her youth group from 
St. John’s Fort Smith to Pass Christian, MS. You will be helping with Trinity Episcopal Church’s VBS /Day Camp 

and continued clean-up in the community.  

The trip runs from Sunday, June 21 to Friday, June 26.  You may sign-up to go on the trip by contacting Katie 
(225.4203) or during any of our regular meeting times. She would like to know by Monday, June 1, if you plan to 
make this trip.

Gulf Coast Youth Mission Trip in June

We will celebrate all that the youth brings to the life 
of St. Mark’s on Sunday, May 10. We will honor 

our seniors and say special prayers for all that help to 
spread God’s love through our youth programming. 

I will need help during the services. We will need ushers 
and readers. If you are interested in serving as a chalice 
bearer, you are welcome to do so as well. Please let Katie 
know if you would like to help!!!

Youth Sunday May 10
The end of the year banquet where we honor the se-
niors who will be graduating this year will be Wednes-
day May 20. We will watch a picture montage of the 
year, and eat a great dinner at Buffalo Grill in West 
Little Rock off Bowman. 

There is no cost, but I would like to know how many to 
tell them to prepare for. Please let me know by Wed, May 
13, if you can attend. WE WILL MEET AT THE RES-
TAURANT!  If you need a ride, please let Katie know.

End of Year Banquet

Wed., May 6, 6-8pm…We will be going to that place 
where a kid can be a kid…and adults are driven crazy. 
Chuck E. Cheese. Bring $5.

Wed., May 13, 6-8pm…A mystery dinner will be had.  
I hope the food is not too bad.

Wed., May 20, 6-8pm…The EYC Banquet will be at the 
Buffalo Grill in WLR. The food and fun is free, but you must 
get there on your own without transportation from me.

Wed., May 27, 6-8pm…It will be our cookout at Mur-
ray Park. Meet out there for lots of food and fun. We will 
hang, eat and play; at 8 we’ll be done. 

EYC in May
Serving as a staff member at Camp Mitchell has 

changed my life. I can’t seem to stay away! In order 
to serve as a counselor assistant, you must have at least 
completed 9th grade. For more information about serving 
as a counselor assistant, please contact Katie McDonald 
kmcdonald@st-marks.com.

Summer Camp Schedule

June 7-12                 Senior High Camp
June 21-26               Primary Camp
July 28-July 3           Middler I 
July 5-10                  Jr High 
July 12-17                Middler II

Counselor Ass't. Info

EKC will not meet in the month of May
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Watch over thy children, O Lord, as their days increase; 
bless and guide them wherever they may be.  Strengthen 

them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or 
sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their hearts may 

thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of 
their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

May
2 Dorothy  Clark
4 Selby Whitbeck

Meredith Ives
5 Suzann Barr

Lindsey Morgan
6 Sara Garner

Frank Cox III
7 Kay Jaco

Billy Crowder
June Starkey

9 Jill Johnston
Ashton Griffi n

11 Madalyn Van Valkenburg
Ron Hughes

12 Madeline Cranford
John Holmes
Marcie Palecek

13 Judy Hornibrook
14 Bill Jones

Carmen Steigman
15 Ernell Morris

Danny Schieffl er
Stella Terry

16 Frank Cox
Jim Newberry

17 Jo Ann Kennedy
 Cindy Wage
 Andrew Herbert
19 Gil Colaianni
 Grace Spillman
20 Mary Anne Nilles
 Amy  Rossi
21 Jake Tull
22 Deede Phelps
 Jan Hart
23 Lauren Cox
 Betty Jones
 Ann Blair Schaufele
24 Sheila Glasscock
 Marian Steward
25 Laura Greer
 Marcia Atkinson
26 Drew Kumpuris
27 Carmen McHaney
28 Teresa McCullough
29 Allan McCaslin
 Julian Terry
30 Madison Tappan
31 Jameson Miller
 Linda Walker
 Inez Reeder

The Forum in May will concentrate on our steward-
ship of the earth and the connection made between 

loving God and loving creation.

May 3    Further Thoughts on Ministry:  Bishop-in-Resi-
dence Larry Maze will challenge us with more thoughts 
on the tapestry created by our work with God in creation 
and reconciliation.
May 10    Caring For the Earth:  Arkansas Earth Institute
Shelly Greene will present an overview of  Arkansas Earth 
Institute programs which religious groups are using to be-
come better stewards.
May 17    Caring For the Earth:  Sustainable Alternatives
Julie Hendrix will give a broad look at several initiatives 
of Sustainable Alternatives, an educational outreach and 
community resource center for environmental and sus-
tainable initiatives in central Arkansas.
May 24    Caring For the Earth:  What is the Role of St. 
Mark’s?  We will share information and questions about 
how we are stewards of the earth at home, work, and on 
our church campus.
May 31    Caring For the Earth:  Water Resources  Rod Bry-
an, a local activist and organizer, will speak about grass-
roots and governmental actions regarding water resources.

Fr. Carey will offer a four week series entitled, “Raising 
Healthy Children: Understanding the Eight Stages of De-
velopment.” The class, which will meet each Sunday in 
May except the 31st,  will offer a way to understand the 
various developmental stages that children pass through.  
If a child does not successfully negotiate these stages they 
can become "stuck" and as a result, will struggle in being 
able to grow into responsible, mature adults.  The class 
will meet in the Java Loft.

Our current Road Trip Kids Rotation will continue 
until May 10. We will be studying Jesus’ Walk to 

Emmaus using science and scavenger hunt workshops. The 
last Rotation of the year will be about the Apostle Paul.  
Our last day of Sunday School will be Sunday, May 31. 
Please join us for our end of the year celebration.

May Adult Education

Road Trip Kids K-5
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ACTUAL            BUDGETED
Pledge offerings          $267,516                     $251,397
Plate offerings             $11,593                        $9,240
Prior Yr. offerings        $5,140                         $3,000
Misc. Income              $1,895                         $3,155
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Total Expenses             $201,405                    $200,526
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